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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,228,390 to Jahn in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,853,943 to Royer and U.S. 
Patent No. 6,490,974 to Wadlinger et al. 

With respect to claims 1 and 8, Jahn teaches throwing-on impression and 
throwing -off impression in a printing press, comprising: an impression cylinder, 3, a 
single cylinder, 2, acting as a form cylinder, a blanket cylinder, or both; an applicator 
roller, 1 ; a cylinder throw-on and throw-off bearing for throwing said single cylinder on 
and off said impression cylinder, said cylinder throw-on and throw-off bearing including 
a rotatably mounted actuating element, 4. See column 4, lines 1-28 and the Figures. 

Jahn does not teach a roller throw-on and throw-off bearing for throwing said 
applicator roller on and off said single cylinder said bearing including a first rotatably 
mounted actuating element, a coupler forming a coupler mechanism together with said 
first and second actuating elements, and a thrust joint having a dead thrust travel and 
articulatingly connecting one of said actuating elements to said coupler, said thrust joint 
having a slot and a joint pin, said joint pin covering a thrust travel within said slot while 
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throwing said single cylinder on and off said impression cylinder, and said slot having a 
length greater than said thrust travel. 

Royer teaches a device for throwing-on and throwing-off a press element in a 
printing press including a single cylinder, 15, acting as a form cylinder, an applicator 
roller, 32, 33, a roller throw-on and throw-off bearing for throwing said applicator roller 
on and off said single cylinder including a rotatably mounted first actuating element, 37, 
38, a cylinder throw-on and throw off bearing for throwing said single cylinder on and off 
said impression cylinder, including a rotatably mounted second actuating element, 12, 
13, and a coupler forming a coupler mechanism together with said first and second 
actuating elements. See column 2, line 28 - column 3, line 26 and the Figures. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the apparatus of Jahn to include a throw-on and throw-off 
bearing for the applicator roller, and a coupler mechanism to connect the bearings, as 
taught by Royer, in order to be able to move the applicator roller in conjunction with the 
movement of the form cylinder. 

Wadlinger et al. teaches a device for throwing-on and throwing-off a press 
element in a printing press including a thrust joint, 29, having a dead thrust travel and 
articulatingly connecting an actuating element to a coupler, 28, said thrust joint having a 
slot and a joint pin, said joint pin covering a thrust travel within said slot while throwing 
said single cylinder on and off said impression cylinder. See column 6, lines 41-64 and 
Fig. 6. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the apparatus of Jahn to include the thrust joint of 
Wadlinger et al. in order to better control the positioning of the coupler mechanism. 

It should be noted that Wadlinger is silent concerning the length of the slot for the 
thrust joint with respect to the distance of the thrust travel. Although there is no explicit 
teaching that the slot has a length greater than the thrust travel, there is also no 
teaching that this is not the case. As such, the length of the slot would appear to be a 
matter of design choice, having no apparent patentable significance and therefore is 
considered to be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art. Furthermore, as a 
distance of thrust travel would be measured from the center of the pin, rather than from 
the edge of the slot, it is inherent that the length of the slot would be longer than that of 
the distance traveled. 

With respect to claim 2, although Wadlinger et al. does not explicitly teach that 
said first actuating element is an eccentric bushing, Wadlinger et al. does teach that the 
first actuating element is eccentrically mounted and it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the actuating 
mechanism of Wadlinger et al. to mount the single applicator roller of Jahn in an 
eccentric bushing, as it is well known in the art to apply the structural advantages of an 
eccentric bushing in a system with a movable roller. 

With respect to claim 3, Jahn teaches the second actuating element is a cam 
ring. See column 4, lines 22-28. 
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With respect to claim 4, Jahn does not teach that said thrust joint connects said 
first actuating element to said coupler. 

Wadlinger et al. teaches that said thrust joint connects a first actuating element to 
a coupler, 28. See column 6, lines 41-64 and Fig. 6. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the apparatus of Jahn to include the thrust joint of 
Wadlinger et al. in order to better control the positioning of the coupler mechanism. 

With respect to claims 5-6, Jahn does not teach that said thrust joint is a rotary 
and thrust joint wherein the joint pin is to be rotatably and displaceably guided in said 
slot. 

Wadlinger et al. teaches that said thrust joint is a rotary and thrust joint wherein 
the joint pin is to be rotatably and displaceably guided in said slot. See column 6, lines 
41-64 and Fig. 6. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the apparatus of Jahn to include the thrust joint details of 
Wadlinger et al. in order to better control the positioning of the coupler mechanism. 

With respect to claim 7, Jahn teaches said applicator roller is associates with 
said at least one form and blanket cylinder as a single applicator roller. See column 4, 
lines 1-14 and the Figures. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed August 26, 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the prior art does not teach lost motion, 
although, as argued, Jahn does state that in its unmodified state it is "unnecessary to 
apply any lost motion" this is merely a description of the invention, not a teaching that 
this is inappropriate. The modification of Jahn to include the thrust joint of Wadlinger et 
al., would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art as a different method 
of controlling the positioning of the coupler mechanism and as it operates differently, the 
use of lost motion in this case would not be undesirable. 

In response to applicant's argument that the limitation of a slot with a length 
greater than a thrust travel is not shown in the prior art, applicant's arguments with 
respect to the patentable significance of the length of the slot being greater than the 
thrust travel have been considered but are not sufficient to overcome the previously 
applied rejection. As discussed in the previous office action, applicant's description of 
the two operating modes of the invention refer to subject matter which is not included in 
the claims and therefore cannot be relied upon to distinguish applicant's invention from 
the prior art. The structure as claimed does not include these two operating modes and 
therefore these cannot be used to distinguish the structure from that of the prior art. 

Furthermore, as is noted in the above rejection, a distance of thrust travel would 
be measured from the center of the pin, rather than from the edge of the slot, it is 
inherent that the length of the slot would be longer than that of the distance traveled. 
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This is a physical limitation that is present in the prior art and therefore applicant's claim 
language is not sufficient to distinguish the invention over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571)272-2159. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

jec 

/Jill E. Culler/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



